8a A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
II. the world war, 1778-1783
Considered as a purely military event, the surrender at
Saratoga was a trifling affair enough, but its immediate conse-
quences were such as fully to entitle it to a place among the
decisive battles of the world. It brought France into .the war
on the side of the colonies, and her accession in turn brought
other allies ; and the task of Great Britain—to re-conquer
America while at the same time holding her own in every part
of the world against an overwhelming force of enemies—quickly
became too complex and enormous for successful accomplish-
ment.
The spring of 1778 saw the conclusion of the French treaty
of alliance with the United States and the throwing into the
scale of the weight of French fleets and armies. None the less,
the military strength of Great Britain was but little increased in
the estimates for the coming year, and her forces in America,
now under Clinton, remained at some 33,000 as against the
15,000 under Washington's command. The British General's
instructions were to send an expedition against the French
island of St. Lucia, in the West Indies, and reinforcements to
the British garrisons in Florida; the rest of the army was to
withdraw to New York*. Accordingly in June the army fell
back from Philadelphia, followed closely by Washington. The
latter, thanks largely to the admirable work of Greene, who had
reorganised the Quartermaster-General's department, and a
foreign officer, Steuben, who had taken in hand the discipline
and training of the troops, was now at the head of a formidable
force of considerable military value ; but, thanks to incompe-
tence or treachery among his subordinates, his attempt to
interfere with the British withdrawal in the action at Monmouth
proved costly and unprofitable, and Clinton arrived safely at
New York. Meanwhile the first French assistance in the form
of a fleet and 4000 troops had arrived at the mouth of the
Delaware, and a joint enterprise was concerted against the
British detachment occupying Rhode Island. The French,
however, failed to get on shore at Newport, and then sailed
away to the West Indies, leaving the American co-operating
force in a precarious position, from which it was with difficulty
extricated. This concluded the year's operations ; and from
now onwards the main scene of interest in America lay in the
Southern States, though for over two years the main armies and
their respective Commanders-in-Chief remained in the vicinity
of New York, closely observing each other, but largely inactive.
We must now turn our attention to the West Indies, whither,
as we have seen, both the British and the French had sent

